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Press Cuttings

Social stigma bar to vocational studies

\

Emirati attitudes change after campaign

Suruenshows that students and their families

thoug

t courses in trades such as catering

and mechanics were inferior in status

Hugh Naylor

DUBAI ff Emirati youths and their
families believe social stigma isa
major barrier to studying for voca-
tional trades, a newly released study
Suggests,

Conducted by the research organi-
sation YouGovsiraj, the study found
l.hat amongnine ra(vnm}ubmdes

udying vocational trades - rang-
ing from culinary arts and aviation
mechanics to hotel and restaurant
management - more than half the
respondents agreed that society did
not find it “favourable™.

Among the other hurdles, voca-
tional studies were seen to be “not
ofa high social status” while “finan-
clallyinferior” familics opted forve-
cational education.

The study suggests that a lack of
awareness of the potential benefits
ofvocational studies remains a sig-
nificant barrier - a worrying trend
given a significant rate of unem-
ployment among Emirati youths
and the large number of available
trade jobs.

The sample of 75 parents and 75
students aged 14 to 16 was taken
from 2,320 Emiratis from Ras al
Khaimah, Abu Dhabi and Al Ain
who participated in a two-week vo-

paignl The resultsh Iy
recently been released.
Rinpond:nlﬁ were wwqed before
and after the
ingafterwards a higher interest invo-
carional education. The study found

77 per rrm of sludenta. said tlu-)'
gramml:s ifgivena mnahlcchmct.
after going through the campaign
~up 44 per cent from before

The study was commissioned as
jpart of a vocational awareness cam:
paign led by Tawteen, an initiative
of the Emirates F that

ke young Emiratis

yware of the op-

es that vocational and

al education can provide,”

said Khuloud al Nuwais, projects di-

r\clnr at :'In Emirates Foundation,
il i I

|i hed by the Government.

“When students and parents are
shown how [vocational education]
can lrnd toa stable career, and po-
higher than average sal-
oes become more appealing
and acceptable.” e

The campaign involved 895 stu-
dents at five schools in Ras al
Khaimah, Abu Dhabi and Al Ain.
They were given 10,000 guidebooks
on ened to

seeks to find private-sector employ-
ment opportunities for Emiratis.
“[The campaign] focused on dis-
pelling myths and it demonstrates
that through specific tailored cam-

Barriers
‘Why Emiratis reject vocations
Top five reasons given as barriers
to considering vocational training.
Results given before and after a
campaign to promote vocational
work.

Before  After
Soclety not laveurabile 54t At
to vocational education
Nok of 4 high social 8% 3%
status
Not financially lucrative  45%  31%
as a career choice
Financially inferior 4a%  42%
families opt for
vocathonal educathon
No good vecational 40% 35%
education
careers in the UAE

Saurce: YouGovSinj

by Emmi
plm ed as chefs, aireraft mechanics
and graphic designers.

Another 1,360 families at two
malls in Ras al Khaimah and Abu
Dhabi also participated.

Thisand other recent studies come
amid rising concern about Emirati

in the private sector, which includes
many types of vocational trades.
Some estimates have put them at
0.4 per cent of the private sect

According to a study released last

maonth by the Dubai School of Gov-
ermment and the US-based Wolfen-
sohn Center for Development at
Brookings, 25 per cent of Emirati

A study by the

Delores Johnson | The National

The

youngwere unemployed. Institute for i which isedand 1o enter vocational education, you
iraj survey ap fthe e and pred students with two-year include that in the rewards
rd a ank of awareness of i |ml||u Human I i dipl from i nrAl- - systemaswell.”

courses. The pem:m:d thlllyul’

Many still think voeational edu-  mahdi said. “There aren't pathways
cation is for thase wh uld not  between vocational education and

According to the YouGovSiraj
of respondents

OIS it 15 dil insti-

I TES] increased

SULT he . This  mainstream education, and that is
was in contrast o the pusiriuu in
hasthel

aign they would
encouraged to pursue mmtlnm\

However, persua more Emi-
ratis to pursue vocational careers
would require a major shift in so-
cial perceptions and institutions
in the UAE, said Dr Naji Almahdi,
executive director of the National

A similar system of 4
which essentially transformed vo-  would also be necessary in the work-
cational institutes into two-year  place, typically in public entities.

g colleges that fedintoa  “1fyou look at th 1y g

are hired, re-
warded, it's based on whether L
havea ... degree. Ifyou want people

if jobs were g

mment would need 1o

consider introducing a system in = hnaylor@thenational.ae




